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on himself, and lie was certain to teach him to ride rough-shod
over those through whose countenance he had risen to power.

In spite of these warnings, Abbot persisted in his entreaties.
He knew that the Queen's intervention was indispensable, for
it was one of James's peculiarities that he would never admit
anyone to his intimacy who had not previously secured the
Queen's good word, so that if she afterwards complained of the
person whom he had advanced, he might be able to reply that
he had owed his preferment to her recommendation.

The Queen at length withdrew her opposition. On the
evening of April 23, she pressed her husband to confer on
A ril2 Villiers the office of Gentleman of the Bedchamber,
viiiiersmade Outside the door were Somerset on the one hand, and
ofetLeBed- Abbot and his friends on the other, all anxiously
chamber. waiting for James's decision. Somerset, who felt
that his high position was at stake, sent a message to the King,
imploring him at least to be content with conferring on Villiers
the inferior office of Groom of the Bedchamber. Abbot sent
a counter-message to the Queen, pressing her to insist on the
higher post. At last James gave way to his wife's entreaties,
and Villiers received the appointment for which the Queen
had originally asked. The new Gentleman of the Bedchamber
was also knighted, and endowed with a pension of i,ooo/. a
year.1

The favour shown to Villiers did not necessarily imply any
cooling of James's affection to Somerset. Somerset may have
May> shown signs of ill-temper, and James may have seized
James reads the opportunity of giving a warning which might have
ofeth?span. more effect than the letter which he had addressed
ish treaty. ^^ mont|is before.2 Some little time after this scene
Digby s despatch, giving an account of the articles, arrived in
England. It was the first time that James had seen the Spanish
demands formally set down on paper. He was asked to stipulate
that any children that might be born of the marriage should be
baptized after the Catholic ritual by a Catholic priest, that they
should be educated by their mother, and that if, upon coming
of age, they chose to adopt their mother's religion, they should

1 Abbot's narrative in Rwhworth, i. 456.                z Page 320.
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